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LOOK! T F2¢2 yOu, NE~AHN! 
MY HUSBAND SUCCEEDS! 


FACE ME NOW, ANIMAL! 
ANTHRO 16 A AERO! _ 


EMBRA! FATHER! LART! 
ALL OF YOU, £00K/ 
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“My COMPUTERS 
DETECT HIGH-INTENSITY 
(RECOENEY WiRES 


you WORTH , OH, ROUGHLY, 

Ray) OWNED THE 248 ©) To TWENTY SIX MILLION ONCE 

MYA ALL THOSE SILENT ComeDY | THEY UNDERWENT THE NEW 
\ FILMS... 


+2. AND THAT OBVIOUSLY LED ME 
THis ONLY Aas 
IN GOTHAM CITY! 


YOUR LAST vicTIm's 
APPOINTMENT BOOK 


WY DOING... HE WOULON'T KNOW 
Ny BARRY'S LATE WIFE, IRIS. 


++ IRIS... DYING... 
ALREADY BE 


OC COMICS PROUDLY : 
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FIRST YOUR WORLDS WILL FEEL AMA S 
WRATH AS XOUR PLANETS CRY OUT IN AGONY... 


a? i lod i wie 
soe neve Bl reese Brox f eur sone A ee ee 


2 


IR WORLDS WILL FEEL AMES 
YOUR PLANETS CRY OUT IN AGONY... 
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UNDERSTAND, I AM 
wit 


‘S00N, IF YOU FAIL, 
T WILL BE HELPLESS 
‘TO PREVENT My FOE 


ALL THAT EXISTS. 
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WE'LL HELP: AND WE'LL KNOW SOON 
ENOUGH IF IT's ALL TRUE. 


WHERE ARE JP a aS 1 
THESE S| 


BATMAN SAID IT WAS CASEY 
AND HE'S CERTAINLY NOT ONE 


DO EASSERATE, 
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A ? YOU'VE GOT To BE 
CNG CF CZAR GUNNA HIRED, 
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HAPPILY, BOY, 

1 ‘SUCH 
ING. 
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THE SHADOWS ATTACK 
_ RE 


BOING, UNTIL SAE 8S GIVEN 
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USE YOUR EW'OTION -CONTROLLING) 
POWERS ON THEM ONCE, PSYCHO 
PIRATE, AND (RY PUNISHMENT 


If 1m PICKING UP... 


THEY WON'T LET ME FEED ON 


TERROR. OF, COOD-- 
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BUT IN MY SHADOW- FORM 
1 CAN RARET YOU. 


CHOLOH! THE 
MADNESS FADES. 
T THANK YOu, 

OBSIDIAN. 
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NO, I FEAR WE WILL HAVE 
TO AAREEO THIG AVENUE 
ANOTHER, 


T WILL DIE OR BE 
Kit 


THE MONITOR ALTHOUGH NOT ALL HIS 
HAS IMPLEMENTED / WARRIORS ARE IN PLACE, 
HIS PLANS. MOST STAND READY? 


THE MOWER AS HE HAS ALE 
Wee PALS PMLEO TE PME! 


"AS ALINE, HE PRAVES THE INCOMPETENT FOCL ER NCT RECEPIING. 
THE INEVITABLE! HEN F pos DONE, Ail HIS CNWERSES Sethe BE 
ESTROVED... 


"LWA, I RAUSED YL PROM 
CULDWECD, YET | 


N TITANS! THE OUTSIDERS! THE HAUNTED 
EAS MPANY! JONAH HEX ! 


Welcome to the second issue of 
CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS. Hf you 
were with us last issue (and shame on 
you if you weren't}, | mentioned that in 
many ways The CRISIS began with a 
letter | printed in a GREEN LANTERN 
letter column complaining about DC 
continuity. 

| have to tei! you something about my: 
friend Len Wein. Len is @ great guy, & 
00d, Solid writer,and a fine, fine editor 
[you can see Len’s talents displayed in 
‘our companion magazine WHO'S WHO: 
‘THE DEFINITIVE DIRECTORY OF THE DC 
UNIVERSE, on sale now). That Len loves 
teddy bears cannot ba held against him 
(1 love moose, 80 sue me). What can be 
held against Lan is that he is always 
(mark that—not sometim but 
ALWAYS) late, He has missed air- 
planes, deadlines, dinners, mestings, 
tc., eto. He doesn't get hungry again 
until TWO hours after a Chinese dinner. 
V'm sure he'll also be late for his last 
tango with Mr. G. Reaper. 

Wall, Len Wein, GREEN LANTERN 
artist, Joe Staton, and |, were scheduled 
to go to a convention the day | wrote the 
‘answers to the GREEN LANTERN ietter 
column for issue #143. | arrived at Penn 
Station in New York on time (for me on 
‘time means arriving tan minutes before 
we agree to mest). Joe was traveling 
with Lon. Time passes. 

No problem. 


After ail, | was here early. More time 
passes. Still no problem, The train won't 
be leaving for # while, 
More time passes. 
Almost an hour later I’m still waiting 
and the train has already left. 
Now, | wasn’t wasting my tima brood- 
ing while sitting there on the floor of 
Penn Station. For some reason | wes 
thinking about the letter column | had 
Just written. | was thinking about DC 
continuity and how It could be fixed up, 
and should it be fixed up, and was any- 
thing wrong with it in the first place, 
and... 
You get the idea. 
When Len and Joe finally showed—in 
time fot the next train down to Phily—4 
punched Len in the face and started to 
babble to Jos about all my great ideas. 
Actually, | didn't punch anyone in the 
face. 
Most of the convention was spent 
‘talking @bout this nifty idee. Trouble 
‘was, it was such 8 big idea we didn’t 
| think we could convince anyone else it 
was worth trying. 

We were wrong. 

Monday morning Len and | marched 
into Dick Giordano’s vest office over- 


looking the sewage pipes at 76 Rock (our 
‘old address}. With a8 much enthusiasm 
a8 we could muster we began our 
explanations. “See, Dick,” started, “DC 
mythology is 80 confusing Sherlock 
Holmes couldn't make sansa of it, Why 
don't we do 8 book which clarifies what 
DC is? We can oail it THE HISTORY OF 
‘THE DC UNIVERSE,” Len interjected, 
“We start with Anthro, the first boy, and 
end with Kemandi, the last. Actually, we 

go further, but you know whet we 
mean.” 

Dick smiled at us with the kind of 
smile that says “I knew it was bound to 
happen sooner of later. Thay’ve flipped 
out.” 

"You see,” Len. continued, “our 
regular comics can fit into @ specific 
timeline. We'll have consistent DC 
universe. But other books, like RONIN or 
CAMELOT 3000, or # new creation, can 
be outside the main books. We can have 
‘the best of both possible worlds.” 

Dick lsaned over, interested now. Lan 
and | smiled. We had him. 

"This would allow us consistency,” | 
said. “ht would repair many of the 
mistakes we've made in the past, 
simplify our present structure, and still 
allow us to do wildly experimental 
comics and not feel they have to 
conform to an established continuity.” 

Dick looked at us end said, “What 
‘about Earth One, Two, Three, §,X, Cand 
tha rest of the alphabet?” 

We leaned aver hie cluttered desk, 
‘smiled, and whispered our plan. 

Within @ week we ware in Publisher 
and President Jenette Kahn's office. We 
outlined our concept for THE HISTORY, 
‘as it was known then. Jenette loved the 
idea and gave us an instant go-aheed. 
But we had to coordinate everything 
with all the other writers and editors. 

Now came the hard’part. We said DC 
has a 50-year history. We need to hire 
someone to read our comics and make 
notes. This was an absurd request, 
We're always understaffed anyway, and 
here we wanted to hire someone just to 
read comics. Jenave didn't flinch. She 
saw this a8 a new beginning for DC. 

We hired Peter Sanderson, a tan 
‘writer whose interest in comic history 
was well known. Peter worked for 
aimost two yeers reading and writing 
notes. Not an easy task, believe us. 

‘Months passed and Jénatts wanted to 
know what was happening with THE 
HISTORY. Peter was still reading com- 
les. Nothing could begin unti! he was 
done. Jenette wanted to know when we 
‘were going to start. | smiled sheepishly 
and said, “You realize that DC’s 60th 
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Anniversary is coming up in two years. 
1986, It would be great to publish THE 
HISTORY then, A real new beginning!” 

‘$0 work continued. Peter completed 
his work, then accepted a staff job at our 
downtown rivals, and we brought in Bob 
Greenberger, formerly of surg ‘and 
Comics Scene magazines, to a 

Len, Bob, a ere nated es a 
8 "Death List." That would Include all 
the heroes/heroines/Earths/ etc. 
which would be changed, altered, die, 
given new costumes, new powers, less. 
powers, and on and on. We did 80, trying 
to be @s daring as we could. In fact, we 
added in some characters we knew 
would be shot down. No way DC would 
fet us change him or her. Wrong again! 

We gave the list to Dick and Jenette. 
Janette asked that we be even more 
daring in our thinking. 

We knew some people might com- 
plain in the beginning, but if the 
changes were for the better, they would 
ba happier that we made them. DC waa 
no longer standing still. Wa weren’t 
going to simply say we'll change this or 
that and change it back months later ... 
we'll take @ hard look at our characters 
land make changes that work, and those 
ares 4 will ba permanent ones, not 
tamporay 

THE HISTORY became DC UNF 
VERSE: CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS 
‘and thet was shortened to CRISIS ON 
INFINITE EARTHS. Four years in the 
making, over seven hundred cher- 
acters will be affected. Worlds will come 
under our scrutiny. A story of intrigue, 
danger, love, horror, death, life, and 
hope will be told. 

George Pérez, CRISIS penciller, Dick 
Giordano, our inker, and |, Marv Wolf- 
man, are trying our hardest to make this 
the very best magazine we can produce. 
Beyond that we're trying to lay the 
groundwork for the next 5O years at DC, 
‘We have a tough task ahead of us. We 
know whatever we do some people 
‘won't like it. You'll mourn your favorite 
heroes’ death, or another hero chang- 
ing. But we honestly believe that the DC 
Comics you'll find in December of 1985 
‘will be the most exciting DC ever. There 
will be new heroas introduced, new 
‘excitement, and new thrills! 

DC Comics is entering its second 60 
years a fresh, vibrant company. CRISIS 
ON INFINITE EARTHS is only tha begin- 
ning. 

Stick with us and see what we're 
doing. You may be pleased, You maybe 
shocked. But you'll have to admit the DC 
Universe will never be the samel 

—Mary Wolfman: 


